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(7 he preseut number completes Vol. XXV. of 
the Weexir Recister. The title page and table 
of contents shall be forwarded as soon as possible, 





OPMr. Clay’s powerful speech in fa 
nal improvements, which was designed’ 
lowed Mr. P. P. Barbour’s, inserted i 
shall soon have a place, being now deferred on ac- 
count of its length. 






Tur TARIFF BILL is still the great subject of debate 
before the house of representatives, the item about 
colton bagging being only just now settled. If all 
ihe items are thus opposed, we may expect that 
congress will hardly rise before the fourth of March, 
1825, when the representatives’ period of service 
constitutionally expires—for we understand that the 
majority are resolved not to be a Firra time defeat. 
ed by long-speaking. The general question, sure- 
ly, is one of mighty interest—of much greater im- 
portance than the protective laws which were enact. 
ed, many years ago, for the support of American 
commerce and navigation, and which were opposed, 
by the representatives from the southern states, on 
the very: same principles that they now object to a 
tariff for the pretection of domestic manufactures 
—and it is a question about which we shall hereaf.- 
ter as much wonder that we differed, as we now do | 
that any one doubted the propriety of building up 
the commerce and navigation of the country. The 





champion of the tariff bill, Mr. Clay, is placed ina 
very delicate situation, and so, also, may gen, Jack | 
son be conditioned, if the bill should get into the | 


senate; but I have no idea that either of these gen- | 
tlemen will hesitate to do what they believe to be| 
“right in itself,” to gain the favor or affection of! 
any set of men whatever—and if, on account of his| 
tong and zealous support of domestic industry, the | 


for the recovery of the late transatlantic dominions 
oi Spain. But how the “legitimates” can reconeile 


| it to themselves, that any people have the sight to 


establish a government for their own use, without: 


-| the aid of a “holy” caucus, is difficult to determine; 


and we must yet think that the “alliance” will 
make some efforts to resist every operation of the 
principle which recognizes “the sovereignty of the 
people.” 

THE CAUCUS oF sIxTyY-sIx.* Having spent the 
caucus week at the seat of the national government, 
I have believed that it would be acceptable to my 
readers to have “a report on the case,” from an eye 
ai.d ear witness, with such reflections on the stb- 
ject as passed through my mind at the time, and 
since, when reviewing the matter. It was the /ast of 
the caucusses, and its history deserves to be written. 
But, that the matter generally may be the better 
understood by those who have forgotten, and others 
that were teo young to be acquainted with certain 
things belunging to meetings of,this sort, some pre- 
liminary observations must be offered. 

The caucus system grew out of the contentions 
between the late great political parties which di- 
vided the people of the United States into two 
almost equally powerful sects; and, therefore, it 
appeared necessary, if either would carry its mea- 
sures into effect, that a perfect accordance, as to 
persons, should be brought about: hence individuals, 
of the same party, met and consulted together, and, 
giving up private preferences for the support of 
principles, they agreed that such and such eitizens 
were as well most pleasing to the people as best 
fitted to support their own measures, in case they 
should be elected. Mr. Adams, at his second elee- 
tion, had net the private good will of the leaders of 
the federal party—yet they zealously sustained him, 
that Mr. Jefferson might be defeated; and it is pret- 





fermer should suffer from a Jocal opposition, a re- | ty certain also, that Mr. Madison was, a second time, 
action may be produced tliat will do more than ba-| supported by the republicans, not more because 


tance it, on some future occasion. 


{he was the best man that could be found to carry 


1 am not prepared to say that the bill, as reported, | on the business of the war, as for the reason that, 


ig, 1 all its parts, exactly what I would wishit to be 
—but that a bill, on its leading principles, is requir. | 
ed, «us well by the necessities of the country as the 
wishes of two thirds of the free inhabitants there- 
of, I have no sort of doubt; and am satisfied also, that 
a liberal protection of the domestic industry will 
increase the public revenue and add to the com. | 
merce and navigation of the United States. Neither 
time or room is allowed for further remarks on this 
subject just now. 


Tue PRESIDENT’s MESSAGE, al the commencement 
of the present session of congress, has excited 
much attention in England, France and Hayti, al. 
ready heard from—and it will, no doubt, attract 
equal notice in Russia, Austria, Spain, &c, In the 
siibsequent pages we give some extracts from the 
papers received, that our readers may see the 
manner in which that state paper is spoken of in fo- 
reign countries. The general approbation of it in 
England, shews that the f-elings of the people of 
that kingdom fully accord with Mr. Monroe’s view 
of the condition of the new states of South Ameri. 
ca; and it is apparent, also, that France has been 


the war being a just one, not even the shadow of an 
evidence should be shewn of a disposition to end 
it, unless on honorable terms. And, on those oc- 
casions, Mr. Adams was the “federal” and Mr, Madj- 
son the “republican” candidate, and, as such, Were 
supported or opposed by a vast majority, respee- 
tively, of those who were regarded as being true to 
their own principles and party. 

To catch the unthinking, and work upon the 
feelings of others reverencing the name of Jefferson, 
we are oftentimes told that we were indebted to the 
caucus system for his election, and the political re- 
volution that took place in 1800. There is no right 
or reason in this assertion. Mr. Jefferson was the 
‘man of the people,’ and, I have sometimes thought, 
almost the idol of his political party. His own ta- 
lents and character directed the public attention to 
him in 1796, and he was nearly successful—but if 
ever then, or in 1800, he was ‘regularly nominated,’ 
I never heard of it.t No other person was thought 





*Not “seventy-six!” 
{Since the preceding was written, [ have seen an 
extract, from the “Democratic Press,” published in 








induced to refrain from granting aid to Ferdinand, | 
Vou. XX V—— 26. 


the **Natronal Intelligencer,” saying that Messrs, 
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of for the presidency by the democratic interest, representation in the house], of which forty tr ree 
and a public recommendation of him, by a caucus, were federalists, leaving 133 republicans, of whom 
Was just as necessary as to place a farthing candle eigity two attended the meeting, and the last was 
on the top of a steeple to give light to a city, at. the number of votes that Mr. Madison received, 
teridian day. Yet there was a partial meeting and; being fifieen more than a majority of the members 
some sort of an understanding about the vice presi- of the party in congress, and only wanting six of 
dency in 1800; but the matter was managed with a being a majority of ali the members of the senate 
degree of delicacy and forbearance ui known to the! and house of representatives. Of the fifty-one 
leading politicians of the present day: there was; republicans absent, from ten to fifteen, friendly to 
nothing like the assumption of a right to recom | Mr. Madison, were so because they disapproved 
mend, which almost presumes a right to appoint, , of the tice; such as Mr. Macon, Gaillard, Kent, 
and will grow into it, if the practice be not checked. | Litlde McKim,* (the three last from Maryland’ 
The meeting of 1804 had also regard to the vice. | —andi rs refused to attend on account of their 
presidency—to agree on some one in the place of| op position to the then president, such as genera! 
Aaron Burr. Tobe sure, Mr. Jefferson was named | Smith, a senator from Maryland, and a large majo. 
pro forma—but the nomination of the caucus had no} rity of the republicans from New York and Massa- 
manner of influence over his election. Indeed, not; chusetts, who preferred Mr. De Witt Clinton. And 
to have supported him, would have caused an al-/; these last, generally, opposed the nomination after 
most universal dismissal of the representatives and) it was made. In Baltimore, for example, a «Clin- 
senators who should have refused to follow the really} tonian ticket’ for an elector, was fot up and sup- 
majestic voice of the people. | ported by general Smith’s friends and the federal- 

The first regular caucus then, as to the presidency, | ists. Mr. Lemuel Taylor, who had been regatdca 







was held at Washington on the 19th day ef January, 
1808; and chiefly for the purpose of deciding be- 
tween the claims of the friends of Messrs. Madison 
and Monroe. Many republicans refused to attend 
this meeting, for the reason tuat they were opposed 
to the system, and otbers kept themselvcs aloof be- 
cause they did not approve of eiiher of the gentle. 
men named: they thought it time that “the sceptre 
should depart from” Virginia; and only one gentle. 
man ‘rom New York sanctiened the proceeding 
with bis presence. However, when the nomination 
was made, Mr, Madison received the common sup- 
port of the republican interest.* This was, perhaps, 
the only mecting of its king that ever concentrated 
the opinions of the people, and prevented a schism 
in the ranks of the dominent party. On every other 
occasion, from 1796 to 1824, the minds of the peo- 
ple had been made up, and the caucussers simply 
expressed the public w.il, without daring to dictate 
to it, unless as shall be alluded to below. At this 
time, the whole number of the members of con- 
gress was 176, (not 213, as I see it stated in some of 
the papers}, of whom at least 46 were federalists, 
leaving 130 republicans, and of these last 94 attend. 
ed the meeting, being nearly three fourths of all 
the members of the party in congress, as well as «2 
majority of the whole number of the members of 
both houses. 

The second caucus, of the character just above 
stated, was held on the 18th May, 1812. The whole 
number of the members of congress was, as before, 
176, [the census of 1810 not yet being applied to 
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Jefferson and Burr were selected by a caucus, held 
in Philacelphia, which was attended by thirty seven 
represermatives and nine senators; so that Messrs, 
Crawford and Gallatin have been nominated by a 
greater number of the representatives and senators 











than assembled to recommend Messrs. Jefferson! 


as one of the most “thorough-going democrats” 
until this time, was their candidate, oppos+d by 
Mr. Johnson, the present mayor of the city, as the 
‘‘Madisonian elector.”?’ The latter received 2,652 
votes and the former 845, being only ¢wenty-nine 
more than the decided federal vote in 1808, when 
the question was about the embargo laws. 

The third caucus was held on the 16th March, 
1816. ‘The whole number of the members of con- 
gress at this time was 215, of whom 77 were fede- 
ralists, leaving 138 republicans, of wliom 119 at- 
tended the meeting. Of the 19 absentees, the 
greater part were so for principle’s sake—as 
Messrs. Gaillard, Macon, &c Herein nearly seven- 
eighths ofthe party was present, and alsoa majority 
of the whole number of the members of congress, 
though the federal party was in such great force. 
At this meeting, 65 votes were given for Mr. Mon- 
roe and 54fur Mr. Crawford; so there was no doubt 
that a majority of the republicans was in favor of the 
former. Mr. Crawford’s strength wasin the mem- 
bers from New York, New Jersey, North Carolina 
and Georgia—33, out of the 41 members that at- 
tendcd from these states, voted for him: he also had 
& majority cf the members from Kentucky, and 5 
out of the 18 from Pennsylvania—but oniy one of 
the 17 from Virginia supported hin, Every body 
was astcnished at the vote he obtained, who breath. 
ed not the atmosphere of /Vashington city, Out of 
the ten miles square” no one had seemingly 
thought of him, and, even in the district, if Messrs. 
Gales and Seaton are to be relied on, the vote 
given for him produced the most wonderful won- 
der, undthey impeached those who supported him 
ef meanness and intrigue the most base. Indeed, 
this was the firse attempt that had ever been made 
to nicraTe to the people, instead of following their 
lead, and it was truly a bok! one. Twelve more 
votes, and Mr. Crawford would have been selected’ 


end Burr!!! I should be glad to see the paper which / But it is just as reasonable to believe that the 
contains an account of the caucus of 1800—just as! British will sail up the cataract of Niagara, “in 
a political curiosity. And, if such paper is shewn,: brigs of a peculiar construction,” as to suppose 
it would be well for Mr. Binns to tell us what pro. | that he would have been elected, had he been no- 
persion the forty-six republican members, who cau-| minated. The people will not give up their rights 
cussed in 1800, bore to the whole amount of such | to a “cabal” or “combination,” as Messrs. Gales 


members at that time in congress, that we may com: 
pare ii with sixty-six and the republican members 
of the present congress. The number present, if 
as above statec, was a decided majority of all the re- 


and Seaton declared the supporters of Mr. Craw- 
ford to be: they will uot be prcratep to by “King 
Caucus,” or King Wick. The Omnipotent hath 
given them aright to think and act for themselves, 


publicon members in congress, in the year 1800. and, in despite of management and the devil him- 
*Myr. Madison received nearly every vote inthe} — - 








raucus. *Uncle of the present member, 
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car self, they will do so, They would soon bave in-) Lloyd, of Maryland, acted in direct opposition to 
Trea formed the gentlemen caucussers, that members of | the wishes of those who made senators of them, 
hom congress were not sent to Washington to perform, | It will be observed, that only one representative 
Was m their “individual capacities,” what it would be a8/from Maryland attended—he may be excused, be- 
ved semi treason for them to do in their public charac-/cause he was sent from the only district in the 
ines ters, and have given them to understand that the | state that wassupposed friendly to the election of 
E of manufacture of presidents and vice presidents was} Mr, Crawford; but in which it is now believed an 
ate not the business tor which they were made mem- | anti. caucus ticket will certainly prevail, 

one bers of the national councils. At the three first caucusses described above, the 
to > The fourth caucus has just been held—to wit, on persons recommended were put forth as the re- 
ed) the 14th of February, 1824—but it cannot be called | publican candidates for president and vice presi- 
nt aregulur one. It wasa weak minorily of the mem dent, each of them having received the support 
an bers of congress, and, with the exception of four | of a large majority of the republican members of 
‘ir persons, only represented Mr. Crawford's friends. congress— but the present caucus candidates, 
al The whole number of the members of the pre-| Messrs. Crawfotd and Gallatin, are not so recom- 
‘0- sent congress is 261—deduct 45 for the federal! mended, for the very good reason that only about 
-. gentlemen which Messrs. Gales and Seaton say | one fourth ef the party was in their favor. The 
id there are in it, (though I doubt the fact, and would | nomination, theretore, has no “legitimate” force 
oP like to know whether some who attended the cau. | even on the most humble followers and abject de- 
_ cus, are not nearly as mach of federalists as any | pendents on King Caucus—for these all say that 
7. others who did not), and there remains 216 repub. | the majority should rule. 

I. licans. Of these, let us say, sixty-six attended the} {t would be a curious exhibii, though the task of 
a meeting, who represented a majority of nothing but making it out might not bea very agreeable one, to 
a3 of the partizans of ene of the candidates for the | count up and ascertain how many of the members 
y presidency, — _ | of congress, from the states north of the Potomac, 
2 The following summary statement presents a dis | who attended the late caucus, were the opponents 
> tinct view of the four caucusses noticed above, and | of Mr.Madison and the caucus of 1812, when, if ever 
> shews the portion of respect that should be paid to |a caucus nomination should have been respected, 
) 


them, respectively, by those favorable to the sys. 
tem. 











it was then the point of time to rally round it.— 
How many are they who denounced that caucus as 


' aa ie ¢ Alia ‘ ra an “usurpation,” and called it and its friends all the 
ole No. ole No. resent ent ; ) 
) Tete: |. mambere | cepubiican |. te cnuees. | on every bard names that they could think of? Surely these 
of congress. | members. account. gentlemen will permit me and others to doubt the 
per mem — -< t - expediency of the late meeting, and to believe 
an 4 133 aa 51 that, if a decided majority of the republican mem- 
1816 215 ~ +138 119 19 bers of congress, in 1812, andat a period when the 
1824 261 216 66 150 

















In the caucusses of 1808, 1812 and 1816, taken 
together, the members present at the meetings were 
considerably more than a majority of all the mem- 
bers of congress, including the federalists, though 
the latter amounted to 166 in the three congresses; 
and the republicans, present in caucus, stood, in re- 
bation to the whole amount of republicans in the 
senate and house of representatives, as 295 is to 
4U1—that is, three fourths of the republican mem. 
bers attended at these caucusses, notwithstanding 
the conscientious scrupies of many. .The meeting 
lately held was attended by only one fourth of the 
members of congress, and, perhaps, it things were 
properly sified, by little more than one fourth of 
the republican members; regard being had to an 
observance of landmarks in the iimes past. 

Further-—vf the sixty-six present, the extra num. 


ber of 14 were senators, being one-third of the whole 
present amount of that body, save twa. whether 


republicans or federalists; but the fifty two repre- 
sentatives were less than a fourth part of the house! 

Again, Messrs.Chandler, Holmes, I.anman, Dick- 
erson, Lowrie, Smith, Lioyd, Ruggles, Noble and 
Thomas, 10 out of the said 14, notor iously voted 
against the wishes of the people and the states 
which sent them to Washington, unless some three 
of them may have given the votes which Mr. Adams 


country was involved in war, were not worthy of 
respect—a lean minority, in 1824, when the nation 
is at peace, cannet claim it. 

But it seems this minerity is almost, if not entire- 
ly, a majority of the members ot congress!!! One 
paperin New York has proclaimed that the friends 
of Mr. Crawford amounted to 140—another at Phi- 
ladelphia has made the number a little less; but 
even the “Richmond Enqeirer” puts it down at 
ninety-three. 
Intelligencer” have made so many and such cu. 
rious calculations about it, that we may assume his 
force at almost any number between those who 
voted for him in caucus, 64, and the whole amount 
of the members, 261! But the “Washington Re- 


publican” well says—«lJt is worthy of remark, that © 


in the partial caucus of Saturday last, from 20 
states out of the 24, only eight representatives at- 
tended, belonging to the popular branch, So that 


only one sixth of the number of states could be 
said to pe represcincus ~2 sh&? 


requires no comment.” 

I shall now proceed to give some account of the 
meeting itself, with a few of the reflections that 
grew out of the things which I saw and heard. 

Having been among the first who protested 
against the holdiag of a congressional caucus, for 
the purpose of dictating a president and vice pre- 
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And the able editors of “National 
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or general Jackson received; and I shall be much sident to the people of the United States, or of 
mistaken, indeed, if the result does not prove that combining certain interests together to produce an 
Mr. Van Buren also opposed the desire of the peo- | effect at variance with both the principle and the 
ple of New York. ‘This view of the subject is not letter of the constitution, d resolved to aitend at 
a plessant one, and will do much to encourage the | Washington, to behold the caucus, if one should 
jealousy, already sufficiently entertained perhaps, be held, that I might bid an everlasting adieu to at- 
that the senate is too far removed from public | tempts of this sort; assured that the people would 
opinion, whether expressed directly by the people, | not support the proceeding at this time, or permis 
for themselves, or through their representatives in| a recurrence of a partaal and Personal caucts here- 
their respective legislatures. Messrs. Smith and | after. 
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_ For several months past, every possible prepara- 
tion was made to give respectability and power to 
this meeting, and the editors of several partizan 
papers, who were supposed able to /ead public opin. 
ion, labored in the cause as though their livings de 

pended on the crumbs that should fall from king 
Caucus’s table. They whipped-up the lagging <is- 
posttions of ti<.v immediate friends or dependents, 
and booeed to and begged others to softentheir hearts 
and be loyal to majesty. By traversing the high 

ways and by-ways, and working in all sorts of ways, 
(some of them “Aumble’”’ enough, as Mr. Gales said 
of the means resorted to in 1816, by those who 
then supported the now successful candidate in 
caucus), they expected to accomplish mighty things, 
aided by state-managers and illustrious expectants, in 
sundry places—m-n who “buy and sell doves iu the 
temple,” and “rol! legs’? out-of-doors. These men 
made a great noise, avd deceived one another by 
their own clamor. In turn, they reiterated what 
each other said, until, at last, they seemingly be 

lieved their own voices to be the voice of the peo 

ple; and they undertook to say, that 140 or 150 
members of congress, would lay aside the charac. 
ter of senators and representatives of the states and 
citizens of the United States, to build up a power 
that might preverit an operation of one ofthe great 
conciliatory principles of the confederation! In 
the fullness of their hearts, some of them now be- 
gan to denounce me and others, because we exert. 
ed onr rights as freemen, and dared to believe in 
the inexpediency of a congressional caucus—and 
some of us were as if threatened with the fire and 
faggot of a “toly inquisition,” so soon as King Cau- 
cus shauld be seated on his throne, and restored to 
his “legitimate rights,” as king ferdinand has been. 
Thetigh priest of the grand political auto da fe was 
to have been my friend Ga/es—but I hoped thst 
he would reast me very tenderly, and cause my 
skin to crisp, “in the most beautiful style,” before 
the flame, because I had agreed so perfectly with 
him in deprecating the caucus of 1816, though I 
did not abuse the minority who attended it in the man. 
ner he did; and 1 expected to have an intercessor 
in my friend Ritchie, who believes that other peo. 
ple have, very nearly, if not absolutely, the same 
right to think for themselves that he himself pos 

sesses; a doctrine not altogether current at the 
court of the king, but adepted by one whose want 
of adhesion might have jeopardized the sovereign. 
ty. The assistant priests of the sacrifice were to 
have been from among those whose indignation had 
been provoked hy certain things done in 1798, 
1800, 1808 and 1812, et cetera; in all which I had 
had a concern. These were to “draw the lines,” and 


t herh. dear innoreart titrag 3-9 eo -ebli 
he CHEE were to be separated from what they 


were pleased toregard as restive democratic goats 


But the people, the “swinish multitude,” whom it 


was designed to divest of a discretion as to whom 
should preside over their affairs, began to “bristle 
up” and grow 'neasy, and those whoesteemed them. 
sclvesus leaders of statesand of party, have made 
a wonderful discovery—that the presidency of the 
United States is aot an office to be bought and sold; 
and, by this interference, so hateful to office-hun 

ters and holders, we, anti-caucussites, have escaped 
the deep condemnation of offended majesty, be 

cause majesty itself has been shorn of its honors 
by the superior power of PUBLIC OPINION. 





business proposea to be transacted on Saturday 
night; but the hopes of the friends of the caucus 
every day declined. They chiefly associated toge- 
ther and it was difficult, indeed, to discover what 
they meant to do. Some perscns, however, said 
that an hundred members would attend the meet- 
ing, and others reduced them down to fifty; but it 
seemed the general belief that sixty five, and no 
more, would be present. The next matter of inqui- 
ry was, whether so small a minority would venture 
to make a nomination—some said they would and 
others said they would not. Then, it was asked 
whether the galleries would be opened for the 
admission of spectators, and no one could tell; but, 
at last, it was said that they would, and the hackney- 
coachmen began to offer up their constant prayer, 
that the “avenue might be knee ceep with mud;” 
but their prayers did not avail on this occasion— 
and, at the appointed hour of seven o’clock, nore 
than a thousand persons were in the gallery, myself 
making one of the crowd. The great hall of the 
house of representatives was brilliantly lighted up, 
(at the public expense I suppose, though a private 
matter was to be attended to by gentlemen in their 
‘individual capacities”), and, here and there, a 
member was seated, and, every now and then, we 
saw arother in the vast distance, as if seeking the 
sheltering shadow of a friendly column. The look. 
ers-on, asif they expected some wonderful event, or, 
perhaps, out of respect to the house in which they 
were, conducted themselves in a very orderly mans 
ner; though some thought they were in a theatre, 
and began thu nping with their sticks, as oftentimes 
happens when the time, between the play and the 
farce, is longer than the spectaters think that it 
should be; and, I am told, that this displeased some 
of the gentlemen present, especially my friend 
sales, who, with ready-nibbed pen, occupied a 
place in the back-ground, to take down, with ste- 
nographic skill, the momentous things about to be 
transacted. At about half past seven o’clock, Mr. 
Barbour, a senator from Virginia, the strongest man 
present, on account of his well established poli- 
tical character, called the persons attending to or- 
der, and they “came straggling, one by one,” to 
public view. Mr. B. having named Mr. Ruggles, 
from the state of Ohio, for chairman, while I was 
musing for a moment why that estimable gen- 
tleman appeared in the meeting at all, some one 
behind me observed that his name was an unfortu- 
nate one, as connected with the business of caucus- 
sing. The chairman having taken his seat, (the 
seat of the speaker of the house of representatives 
of the people of the United States!) Mr. Collins, of 
New York, was appointed secretary—and so the 
veoe ou the euse lad tic honor of furnishing the 
two officers in caucus, though only three persons 
from the former, and a small number from the latter, 
were in attendance. The chairman now stated the 
great purpose of the meeting—which was to re. 
commend to the people suitable persons to be sup- 
ported as president and vice-president of the United 
States, seeing that the said people wanted some 
direction on the subject. A short pause ensued--I 
looked at the “beggarly account of empty” chairs, 
and queried whether the little band present would 
venture to make a nomination. “Adjourn, adjourn,” 
said several of the crowd in the gallery, perhaps 
loud enough to be heard in the caucus delow--but 








others said “go on,” and one added, “let us see 





During the week that ended on the fourteenth 
of February, in the one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty fourth year of the Christiar zra, the 
whole world—of Washington City, was alive to the} 


them commit political suicide, and destroy their 
friend.” Some wondered at the thinness of the 
meeting, and one man seemed quite distressed 





about it—for, indeed, it was “a sorry sight;” and all 
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the vespect that majesiy might have hoped for, was 
lost in hisJean and lank and ghostly appearance. Mr. 
Markley, from Pennsylvania, then rose, and made a 
short speech, and offered a preanible, saying some- 
thing about Jefferson, Madison and Monroe, to which 
was sttached a resolution proposing that the meet 
ing sould adjourn until the 20th of March. This 
was opposed by Mr. Van Buren,of N. Y. who thought 
that the number attending was not important as to 
any effect to be produced on the people--but he 
did not say that the whole matter might as well be 
regulated by half a dozen persons as by ten millions; 
however, he had “no doubt” that a large majority 
of the republicans of the United States was in favor 
of the caucus system, and so forth; he hoped that 
the nomination would proceed, and so Mr. Mark- 
ley’s speech and preamble and resolution passed for 
nothing, Mr. Van Buren’s wishes being accorded in. 
Now, I expected to hear «a long talk’? about the 
merits of the candidates, and a giving of reasons 
why some of them should te preferred to others, 
with a narrative of their services in 1798 and sub- 
sequent times of party peril; but every tongue was 
as mute as that of ‘‘a fish frozen up ina pond,” and 
a ballot, at once, was cailed for and agreedto. The 
chairman did not even proclaim the names of the 
‘republican candidates” that were before the peo. 
ple for their suffrages, for the consideration of this 
meeting! and so, without any consideration at all, 
the members of congress and caucus were summon. 
ed by states, to give in their votes, tellers being 
appointed tocount them. When the “republican 
members from Maine” were invited, the two sena- 
tors, Messrs. Chandler and Holmes, marched up to 


the clerk’s table, and, with gravity profound, de | 


posited their ballots, as though the “fate of Cesar 
and of Rome” depended on the issue, “1 can call up 
spirits from the vasty deep,” said Owen Glendower, 
«And so can I, so can any man,” said Hotspur, “but 
will they come when you do call them?” and so, 
when Mr. Ruggles called the republicans of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, &c. they would net 
come; and, indeed, he himself only obeyed the call 
which he himself made on the “republican mem- 
bers from the state of Ohio.” All the states being 
thus conjured, the tellers proceeded to perform 
their solemn office; they opened the box with ample 
form, and counted the votes, the votes of the cau- 
cus! and some [in the gallery] are said to have held 
their breath in fearful expectation of the result, 
though I myself did not observe any one otherwise 
disposed than to smile at it, the long faced gentleman 
already alluded to, having left the capitol and gone 
home to bed, on accountof the slimness uf uc Mecc- 
ing. The votes being all told, it appeared that Wil- 
liam H. Crawford, having 64 votes, (including one 
given by a gentleman 5 or 600 miles off), was elect. 
ed to be president of the U, States, there being only 
four votes against him. Greater unanimity was ex- 
pected, but it is the lot of humanity to be disappoint- 
ed, and “grieving’s a folly.’ When the proclama. 
tion was made, some <‘Buckingham” in the gal. 
lery induced two or three persons to clap their 
hands, as much as to say, “long tive King Caucus’’ 
—but a pretty general hiss came out at nearly the 
same moment. Now, whether the hiss was on ac- 
count of the clapping, or of the ballot which caus. 
ed the clapping, must, in my opinion, forever re 

main unknown, however important it may be that 
posterity shall have a true history of allthat hap- 
pened in the hall of the house of representatives, at 
Washington, on the memorable 14th day of Febru- 
ary, 1824. When the hiss was made, I saw a gen- 


[make a short speech to persons in the gallery— 


but I could not hear what was said, if he said any 
thing; it was reported, however, that he had ex- 
pressed his surprise that memders of congress should 
be so treated, and that one replied to him saying 
‘you are not members of congress, but ad 
using a word tbat nearly rhymes with the name of 
the chairman. But the excitement soon ceased, and 
the people waited for the second act of the piece. 

Mr. Collins, the clerk of the caucus, and Mr. Gales 
the recorder, having made a due entry of the elec- 
tion of Mr. Crawford to the presidency, by tive votes 
of sixty-two private persons, the mecting proceeded 
to ballot for a vice-president, without remark, ex- 
cept by Mr. Van Buren, whostated that Mr. Lomp- 
kins did not desire to be considered a candidate. 
Here I expected a much divided vote—but the re- 
sult shewed that there had been a caucus ante cau- 
cus, and Albert Gallatin was chosen, with all the 
ceremony and form used on the other so!ema and 
august occasion. Tat vote, said I to myself, ex- 
plains why certain gentlemen have made up their 
differences, and accounts fur the coming together 
of a certain ex secretary of state, who “made a 








book’’* to «kill Mr, Madison,” in 1811, and tlie vice- 
president selected to be elected; for until just now 
they were regarded as polilical antipodenarians. 
, But let this pass. I am no friend to gquarrelling, 
;and it is always pleasant to see persons dwelling 
together in love and unity. 

| After this, certain resolutions were passed, and 
a committee raised to publish an address to the 
| people, in favor of the candidates caucussed, and 
the caucus adjourned sine die, which, in the En. 
glsh tongue, meaneth forever; and I sought my 
lodgings, ruminating on the things which [ had seen 
and heard, and filled with strange notions about 
certain incividuals wbo had attended the meeting, 
| questioning myself how they would reconcile their 
present proceedings with their past conduct: and 
‘Ii thought that my friend Gales would havea hard 
|Job, on account of some of them; he being bound 
to maintain the sanctity of the caucus and the politi- 
cal infallibility of every member of it. When I reach- 
ed Brow ’s hotel, there were, perhaps, an hundred 
persons collected to hear and communicate the 
news; and, desirous of judging what would be 
thought of the caucus by the people at large, I 
endeavored to ascertain the epinion of those thus 
accidentally collected, which unanimously seemed 
| to be—thai the mountain had labored and produced a 


| mouse, or that the caucus gentiemen had “burst their 
boiler.” or wrecked their friend on @ *tenag.” 
‘‘What was king Caucus like?” said an oid gen- 


tleman, raising his spectacles, “Like?” said another, 
“why, like ‘a cat in a strange garret,’ frightened at 
every step that it tvuok, and alarmed at every thing 








*But the “book” was like a certain kind of d/un- 
der-busses, which 


———"so contrive it 
*““Asto miss the things they drive at; 
“Which, if aim’d at duck or plover, 
“Bear wide and kick their ewners ever.” 


All this, however, would have been borne very 
patiently by the people—but, “great events from 
little causes spring.” I believe it was the spilling 
of a cup of tea on some queen’s petticoat, that once 
produced a general war in Europe; and, perhaps, it 
was that book which caused the nearly poised re- 
publican party in one of the states “to kick the 
beam,” which, possibly, led to the capture of Wash- 
ington and the conflagration of the capitol, because 
the war was not popular with those who held the 





tleman, who was on the floor, rise up and apparently | reins of the local government, 
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that it saw” “I thought they would get into a 
qguandrary” returned the uld gentleman, replacing 
his spectacles on his nose and walking away.* 

One word more. The personal respect that | 
myseif and others entertain for such men as gov. 
Barbour, Mr. Ruggles and a few more who attended 
the caucus, should not make us blind to tts principle 
in practice. ‘Their good reputation is not sufficient 
to relieve the Sodom and Gomorrah like political 


iniquity of the system which they have attempted | 


to force on the party against the opinion of ¢hree- 
Jourths of their fellow-members of congress, and it 


rm 
—— 


and from the rooms set, or to be set, apart, for their 
use. 

No persons, except members of the senate, of 
the house of representatives, and the heads of the 
departments, be allowed a place under the gallery, 
and, with the exception of the members of the 
house, the heads of departments, officers of the se- 
nate, and stenographers, that nu person be allowed 
a place upon the floor of the senate, unless intro- 
duced bya senator, 


GP Visitors cannot be admitted on the floor of 





} the house of representatives, on any terms. La- 


is not so small a minority that shculd direct in aj dies are excluded, though freely received in the 


matter of this sort. Every caucus herctotore held 
contained a large majority of the republican mem- 


senate chamber, [f otter than persons privileg- 
ed by office, &c. were edmitted on the floor of the 





bers, at least—and, for having such majority, it was} house, the number attending would be so great as 


that they ventured on recommendations and that 
these recommendations were respected. The con- 
dition of a caucus is, that the majority shall rule— 
but here a minority attempts it, so far as nominations 
can go. ‘Vhis wiil not be submitted to, and the 
xentlemen ought to have known it. Virginia, it Is 


true, has already sanctioned the proceeding, and! 


seems content to follow the minority, because, per- 
haps, that minority acted on her own motion; but that 
Virginia will retrace her steps and give ber vote to 
some other than the gentleman named for the pre- 
sidency,is completely within the range of probabi- 
lities. It is apparently impossible, even if the peo- 
ple of New York should be juggled out of their 
sulfrages, that the caucus-candidates can be elected, 
and Virginia will not finally go with the minority, 
unless upon a miscalculation. She has too long been 
at the top of the political wheel to bear the idea of 
a descent to the bottom of it. 





ImpressMENT! A British merchant vessel, on 
ber way from the Tonian Islands to Malta, with 
80 Greeks on board, as passengers, was lately over- 
hauled by a Tunisian trigate, the commander of 
which claimed the Greeks as subjects of the Porte, 


seriously to obstruct the progress of business; aa 
evil which is sometimes felt in the senate, when 
important matters are under discussion, 








Avzany,N Y.isinacurious state. The mayor's 
period of service expired with the last year; but a 
new mayor bas not yet been chosen, though some- 
what less than a thousand trials have been made to 
effect an election. The commoncouneil stand 11 
opposed to 11, of whom the mayor, whose term end- 
ed on the Slst Dec. and the recorder, are members, 
ex officio, until a new mayor, &c. be chusen. The 
mayor and recorder, and nine gentlemen elected by 
the people, oppose the other 11, all chosen by the 
people; and when thus divided, the mayor has some- 
times attempted to give a double vote. The candidate 
of the mayor and his party is Mr, John N. Quacken- 
bush—-and of the other side Mr, Ambrose Spencer. 
Twenty or thirty meetings have been held to de- 
cide this matter, withuut effect—the vote wus 
always 11 to 11, except when an adjournment was 
agreed to. Some people say that the presidentiul 





election has some concern inthis matter! Several of 


, the sittings have lasted many hours, one of thein 
{nearly allmght, Both parties deserve great credit 





Si i et ee a ee ee ee ee, Oe. ae 


and, by force, siezed upon them and carried them | for their perseverance, Twenty-three ballots were 
to Tunis. The British, indignant at this outrage ;taken in one night—always 11 and 11, and the 
on their flag, sent a messenger oragentto Tunis to | council adjourned at 5 o’clock in the morning. 

demand the restoration of the Greeks, but could | 
not obtain their liberation; and the British consul, | Go_p, Itappears that a considerable number of 
for having interfered in their behalf, was mal treat- | persons are engaged in hunting tor gold in Cabar- 
ed, and, indeed, the reportis that »e was put to! rus ¢ounty, North Carolina. On a plantation own- 





death by the Tunisians A squadron was fitting at 
Malta to demand satisfaction for this and other si. 
ilar outrages. 

gcpNow apply this case to hundreds of instances 
that have occurred between British ships of war 


and American merchant vessers! Irish emigrants | 


and others were not only impressed without cere. 
mony and asa rignt, but persons notoriously known 
not to be Britis subjects were feluniously seized 
and taken owt of American vessels. 





Srwate or THe U.S. Regulations announced by 
the vice president, and adupted by the senate, Jan, 
26, 1823. 

All persons, except members of congress, and 
the secretary of the senate, and clerk of the house 
of representatives, and their officers and assistants, 
are exclude:! from the secretary’s office. 

The pi ture room, acjacent to the office of the 
secretary of th, senate, to be closed, while the se 
maté are sitting. 

Ail persons offering fruit and refreshments, are 
excluded from the passages Icading to the senate, 





ed by Mr. Reed, it is stated, (in the Raleigh Star, of 
| the 16th ult.) that 100,0U0 dollars worth of this pre- 

cious metal has been found, one piece of which 
| weighed 28/6s.—*its shape was not unlike that of a 
' plough sbare.” Whe first discovery of the gold 
| waS made by sume children who were fishing by 
, torch light, in a small creek that runs through Mr. 
| Reed’s farm—they observed something shinug 
very bright at the bottom of the creek and took it 
| Up and brought it home. lt was found to be pure 
| gold, and a zealous search after more commenced. 
| tt 1s added that considerable quantities have been 
| obtained in the neighboring counties of Anson and 
| Montgomery, 





Tae Mexican mines, Several of the most valu- 
able mines of Mexico are now owned in England, 
especially the great mine of Valencia, which bas 
yielded more silver than any other in the world; 
and the profits, in some years, have amounted to a 
million and a half sterling. Great contracts were 
making for working these mines. 


7-_-_——— 


| THR PUBLICLANDs, A gentleman of Indiana has 





*This 1s almost a literal narrative of what really | called my attention tothe state of the public lands 


hsppencd. 


and the condition of those indebted therefor. His 
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views of the subject are best explained by the fol. ; and, instead of endeavoring to become indepen ‘ent, 
lowing extract from his letter, though rather meant} they remain poor and rear families, ignora:t sad~ 
for my own use (ban for publication. miserable in the extreme, It may be thoug! «tat 
“The scarcity of money is asubject of complaint} the payments required by the present law cvuld 
in every part of the union, but in no place is the} be made by any person; but the scarcity of money 
want of it more severely felt tian in this state, In| in this country is such, and the people generally so 
dependent of those debts daily created for articles| poor, that it cannot be done. The country is so 
of necessity, (without mentioning those imprudent-| new that it cannot export produce enough that will 
ly incurred), we are overwhelmed in debt for the! bring, in return, any thing like what hus to be paid 
lands on which we live, and that debt daily accu | for land; and, emigration being checked, Geprives 
mulating. The act of congress, passed ii 1821,| us of the small amount that would be received in 
for the relief of purchasers of land, will, I fear, be; that way. It also appears to me that this plan of 
productive of other effects than those contemplated | indulgence will, in time, have a bad effect cn legis- 
ut that time. So far from the debt being paid at) lation; as it will be scen, in a few years, tiat no 
the end of eight years, it will nearly all remain{| man in the new states can be elected to congress, 
unpaid, with the addition of interest. The act of| no matter how well quahfied, unless he will declare 
congress became a contract, by the purchasers of| that he is in favor of, and will do all in his power, if 
land accepting the terms proposed in it; hence, it| elected, to get a further indulgence. Consequently, 
cannot be changed, as to those persons, unless ano: | he is trammelled, and cannct pursue that honest, 
ther act is passed, offering terms that might, in like | independent course so very desirable in a repre. 
manner, be agreed to. Permit me to propose, for| sentative. May it not produce, in time, what is 











_.your consideration, a change, which, I think, would | called, inthe Kentucky legislature, /og-rolling? Help 


be advantageous te government and the purchasers: me to accomplish my purpose, and I will aid you 
Suppose government would invest the purchaser! in turn, leaving principle and the general good out 
with the fee-simple in the land, and require him,| of the question.’’* ; 

annually, to pay into the land office, ten doliars for 
each quarter section of land—the government re PRESIDENTIAL. The following must be regarded 

tsiming the right to sell the land every year. on the; as highly interesting, inasmuch as it shews, on- 

first day of February, if the ten dollars were not | doubtedly, the course that will be pursued by Penn- 

paid. February is preferred, as the farmer has, by | sylvania, in regard to the presidential election, 

that time, sold his produce. There isno man who; At a town meeting held at Philadelphia on the 

couid not pay this amount annually, and I venture | 18th inst. Thomas Leiper, esq. in the chair, for the 

to say thxt there is no man who would not become | purpose of appointing delegates to the convention 

a free holder, if land could be entered as formerly, | which is to be held at Harrisburg, to nominate per- 

with this difference, by paying $25, in advance, in-| sons to be supported as electors of president and 

stead of $80, as heretofore, and pay $10 annuaily | vice president— 

thereafter, until the whole amount was paid. Ithink| George 7. Dallas, esq. submitted the following 

it would be better to invest the purchaser with the preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously 

iee-simple at first, as it would subject it to the pay- | adopted— 

ment of his private debts; consequently, be would| Whereas, the attitude assumed by the govern- 
be more industrious and economical, would soover | ment of this nation, friendly to the general hberty 
become independent, and a more valuable member | and independence of mankind, conferms with the 
of society, In this way government would receive best feelings and-wisest policy of the American peo- 
arevenue to a very considerable amount, as no in- ple, and deserves their’ most cordial co-operation 

culgence would he asked, Lund cannot be purchas- and support: And, whereas, to maintain the princi- 
ed now, unless $1.25 per acre be paid in advance. | ples of our republic against the insidious machina- 
This may appeer a very small sum per acre for land; | tions and violent efforts of kingly combinations, we 
but, let it be recollected, that all new countries are | should, individually and collectively, sacrifice every 
settled by the poorer class of people, and that two personal predilection, and strive to place the chief 
hundred dollars is more than one inten of the emi-| Magistracy of the country in the hands of our most 
frants can pay in advance for a quarter sectiun of| enlightened, virtuous and faithful citizens: And 
land: indeed, hundreds of them are unable to raise | Whereas, in the attainment of this object, an harmo- 
half the sum to enter a half-quarier, which is the nious and simultaneous movement of the great de- 
smallest quantity that can be purchased. In conse- | mocratic party of the United States, to which, under 
quence cf such a sum being required in advance, providence, the happiness amd glory of this nation 
emigration is nearly stopped, and a fertile country, | must be uscribed, would be alike the safest and 
that would otherwise soon be in cultivation, re-| Most effectual measure: And, whereas, the united 
mains a wilderness. If the law were altered, and} voice of the democracy of Pennsylvania, so long 
persons permitted to enter land and pay for it as/ and so justly esteemed for its energy and disinte- 
proposed, it would be in the power of all men to! restedness, may reasonably be expected to produce 
purchase and pay for a home. ‘This would give an! upon the other states of this anion, a salutary and 
impulse to industry, and cause every one to feel as decisive effect: And whereas, it best becomes the 


; 











though he was of some importance in society. Un.| democratic party of Pennsylvania, under whose au- 


der the present arrangement, the land, heretofore 
entered, will not be paid for when contemplated, 
and a still longer indulgence will be requested from 
all the new states—purchasers being no better pre- 
pared to pay at the expiration of the eight vears 
than when the indulgence was given; as many, I am 
well assured, are indulging the hope that payment 
will not be enforced. And there are many persons, 
with large families, who have not the least expecta 
tion of being able to pay the balance due. This 
causes them to despond; they cease to improve, 





spices especially, the pure principles of popular 
rights have been established and enforced, to be 
foremost in vindicating them from outrage and 
usurpation: And whereas, a small minority of the 
republican members of congress, in open contempt 
of the ascertained will of a large majority, have 





*Though the term “log-rolling”’ may be {peculiar 
to Kentucky, the practice to which it refers, I ap- 
prehend, is quite as common in any other of the 
states—[ Hn, Rec. ! 
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assembled in caucus, and there, prostituting the 
forms of party proceeding, have nominated a candi- 
date for the office of president: And whereas, it 1s 
expedient, in order signally to defeat a project so 
subversive of fundamental principles, to concen- 
trate the energy of all sound demucrats in favor of 
asingle illustrious individual: ‘Therefore 

Resolved, ‘That this meeting earnestly recom- 
mend to their republican fellow citizens throughout 
the nation, actively and cordially to join in electing 
ANDREW JacKsON to the office of president of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend to the 
delegates about to meet in convention at Harris 
burg, on the fourth of March next, unanimously to 
nominate AnpDREW Jackson as the presidential can. 
didate of the democracy of Pennsylvania. 

Mr Earle offered the following resolution, which, 
oh Motion, and after considerable discussion, was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That our delegates be requested to 
use their best exertions for having a fair convention 
at Harrisburg, and to solemnly protest against the 
admission of members of the legislature without 
express appointment by the people, as well as 
against the admission of delegates chosen under 
calls embracing only a section of the demovratic 

arty. 
: (CP Mr. Dallas prefaced his resolutions by a short 
speech—he was about tendering, to what he be- 
lieved the good of the country and the preservation 
of the republican party, his individual predilection 
{for Mr. Calhoun ]—he adverted to the caucus held 
at Washington and said—“Look at it! but fourteen 
out of the twenty four states enjoyed even the 
semblance of a representation; five states, of im 
mense population, and known to be averse to the 
proceeding, were represented by five persons, one 
gentleman from each state; ten states gave but 
eighteen votes; and the other four, New York, 
Virginia, North Carolina and Georgia, gave fifty! 
Georgia alone voted as strongly as Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, Ohio and Maryland, put together; 
and one entire half of the vote given to the nomi. 
nated candidate—could it be credited! came from 
two states only, New York and Virginia. Sucha 
farce upon the representative principle never was 
exhibited before. The gentlemen who played it 
cannot but be conscious that they have gone too far. 
Call it, if you will, a meeting of the friends of a 
particular candidate; but to describe it as fairly re- 


presenting the democracy of the union, as obliga- | 


tory upon the great republican party, was a per- 
version of principles and an abuse of forms too mon- 
strous for acquiescence.” 


* But, he added, the caucus was formidable—«it 
concentrated for its favorite candidate the force of 
a desperate and heedless faction; and it could only 
be encountered effectually by a similar concentra- 
tion of its opponents. We must cease to contend 
for persons; principles which lie at the root of our 
politics were involved; and we were bound to make 
common cause against the caucus, in the mode 
most likely to achieve a signal triumph.” 

It is understood that Mr. Dallas, in thus coming 
out for the support of general Jackson, expressed 
the sentimenis of the friends of Mr, Calhoun in 
Pennsylvania, generally. 

A new county is to be formed out of parts of 
Dauphin, Schuylkill and Northumberland, in Penn- 
sylvania, and to be called Juckson. 


Virginian. The members of the legislature of | 


Virginia held a caucus on Saturday evening last, 
the 21st iist. 
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nate, and 148 members of the house of delegates, 
including 9 proxies. There names were called 
over and it was ascertained that the votes stood 
thus:— 

For president—William H. Crawford 139; John 
Q. Adams 7; Andrew Jackson 6; Henry Clay 5; Na- 
thaniel Macon 4. 

For vice president—Albert Gallatin 131; Lang- 
don Cheves 30; Nathaniel Macon 10. 

The whole number of members in both houses 
of the legislature of Virginia is 234—of whom 163 
attended, or were represented at the meeting above 
noticed. The “Enquirer” says that 175 of the 
members are favorable to the election of Mr, 
Crawford. Another meeting is to be held to no. 
minate an electoral ticket, 

PENNSYLVANIA—public schools, The ennual re. 
port from the controllers of the public schools of 
the first school district of the state of Pennsylvania, 
shews that, since the organization of the system, 
(which is on the New England plan), in 1819, ten 
thousand eight hundred and nine children have 
been admitted—and the present number ai_ending 
is two thousand seven hundred and six. 





ComMERCE OF CamApa. The value of goods im- 
ported int» the port of Quebec, Lower Canada, for 
the year 1823, amounted to £1,025,865 and the 
exports to €982,061. 

The exports from the lake ports of the United 
States into the Canadas, in the year 1822, amounted 
to $1,228,963, exclusive of produce, to a great 
amount in value, transported from Vermont and 
New York, by sleighs, to Montreal. The exports 
of the United States into the Canadas, in the year 
1216, exceeded the imports from the latter to thig 
country, by £213,444, and, it is presumed at the 
present time, although no accurate information 
can be obtained on the subject, that the balance of 
trade is in favor of the United States, 





Curious cask In Firornipa. A case ofanunlawful 
detainer having been brought for trial in the month 
of December last, by the corporation of the city of 
St. Augustine, before a court of justices, formed by 
Mr. Gould and Mr. Gibson, the latter, (E. P. Gib- 
son), demanded of the United States’ marsbal for 
that district, (Waters Smith), the use of the public 
building belonging to the United Statesin St. Au- 
gustine, called the government house, in which to 
hold a court for the trial of this case. A large room 
in the building was immedately opened by the 
marshal, which was considered every way conve- 
nient for the justices court. Justice Gibson, how. 
ever, refusing to occupy this room, demanded of 
the marshal, through the medium of the sheriff, the 
use of another room in which the superior court was 
accustomed to hold its sittings. To this demand the 
marshal declined giving his consent, and withheld 
the key ofthe room. Justice Gibson then ordered 
the sheriff to make forcible entry; but on his refusing 
to obey, the justice himself took a pick axe, broke 
open the door of the room, took immediate posses- 
sion, and constituted his court for the trial of the 
above case. At this time the marshal entered the 
room, protested against the occupation, and order- 
ed the justice and all other persons to leave that 
apartment. Justice Gibson, instead of obeying, 
committed the marshal to the county jail fortwenty 
four hours, for a contempt of bis court. The 
marshal immediately petitioned for a writ of habeas 
corpus, and had, in consequence, his case brought 


Present fifteen member's of the se- i for trial before the hon, Joseph L. Smith, judge of 
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the superior court for east Florida; who on a full | 
consideration of the matter, decided that the mar- 
shal had acted in conformity with his official duty, 
and, therefore, directed .bat he should be set at li- 
berty from the custody of the sheriff attending on 
the justices’ court. 

it further appears, that, subsequent to this deci- 
sion, the grand jury of St. John’s county, for the 
January term, among their presentments, included 
that of the above justice Gibson, for breaking open 
the door of the court house, and also for abusive 
language to Mr. Simitb, the marshal’of the district, 
while in custody of the sheriff under a warrant of 
commitment from the said Gibson. 





Farts or Tae Ouro. Duvid S, Bates, esq. the en- 
gineer employed to investigate the project of aca. 
nal around the falls of Onio, at Louisville, has re- 
ported the result of the surveys and examinations 
of the proposed route, and Alfred Keily, esq. has 
reported on the necessity, utility, and advantages of 
the undertaking. Governor Morrow, in his message 
to the Ohio legislature, speaks as follows: 

«As 1 view the proposed improvement to be an 
object of primary importance to the interests of a 
large portion of the citizens of this state, as well as 
of the adjoining states, and as one, which is certain 
ly practicable, and within the competency of the 
means which can be employed, by those who are in 
terested in carrying it into effect; I consid::r itasa 
subject having strong claims to the favorable at 
tention of the general assembly. The contemplat 
ed canals, from the Ohio river to Lske Erie, and 
from the Ohio to the Ciiesapeake, for opening new 
avenues to commerce, at markets in attavorable cli- 
mate, are projects of improvement which prumise 
advantages almost incalculable to the western coun- 
try. They do not, however, supersede tie necessi_ 
ty, or render less beneficial the improvements of 
the Ohioriver. There will stillremain, after these 
improvements. shall be executed, an extensive 
commercial intercourse on the Ohio and Mississippi. 
The extent of territory not surpassed for ferulity— 
the variety of climate, and the diversity of produc- 
tions throughout their course, will ensure, on this 
great natural thorough-fare, an extensive trade not 
to be diverted by any means to other channels. 

It has been ascertained, that about 5000 flat boats, 
keels and barges, annually pass the falls, and that 
about one bundred steam boats navigate the western 
waters, averaging about 120 tons each, of which 
number, it is calculated, 25 would pass through the 
canal, six times in each year. ; 

‘Two routes are proposed for the work in con- 
templation—that on the Louisville side of the river 
seems to be preferred, as presenting less difficulties 
to be encountered, and offering more advantages 
inthe end. The expense of the canal on this side 
is estimated at $306,014, and of that on the Jeffep. 
sonville side at $533,048. The highest point to 
which the water was ever known to rise at the head 
of the falls is 36 feet, and at the foot 60 feet, and all 
plans to remove the obstacles to the navigation of 
the river, presented by the falls, have, in conse- 
quence, been abandoned in favor of a canal naviga 
tion around them. ‘The canal adopted zs the basis 
of the calculations and estimates submitted by Mr. 
Bates, will be at least 20 feet deep, 44 feet wide at 
the bottom, with four feet of water at its lowest 
stege, and 56 feet wide at the surface of that depth 
of water. The locks are calculated to be 42 feet 
wide, 200 inlength between the gates, and 190 feet 
from gate to breast, clear chamber. 


vantages to our western friends located near it, can- © 


not injure the interests of more distant portions of 
the union, and it is to be hoped, that perseverance 


and industry will finish, what talents and genius have 
designed.” 


Fortign news. The emperor of Russia is re- 
solved most rigidly to enforce his edicts, which 
prohibit the admission of all foreign manufactured 
goods, of which his subjects can produce similar 
articles, He is determined that his people shall be 
independent of foreigners. 

lturbide, ex-emperor of Mexico, was on his way 
from Italy to England. An idea is thrown out that 
his visit hag some connection with the designs of 
the British government, in respect to the country 
over which he lately reigned. 

The Cambridge, of 80 guns, has left England 
witb the consuls for South America. 

The total tunded debt of Great Britain is 
796,530,144/. and the annual charges 44,990,304/, 

The 8th of January was celebrated by the Ame- 
ricans at Paris; among other toasts the following 
Was given: 

Louisiana! united with our brethren of Kentucky 
and Tennessee—Jackson, on the glorious 8th of 
January, 1815; let us ever cherish the remembrance 
of that day as the last legacy for our posterity. 

A letter is published in the Paris papers, from 
the treasurer general of Spain to Mr. Geubhard, 
which declares, that the new ministry are resolved 
not to acknowledge the revolutionary lvans, be. 
cause it would be to encourage rebellion; but that 
dispositions are about to be adopted by the gavern. 
ment to establish its credit, and that, “in fifteen 
days, the veil will be removed from this mysterious 
business.” 

The Spanish generals who betrayed their coun- 
try, have not met with their hoped for rewards. 
Count d’Abisbal, the first of the traitors, is in ob- 
scurity in France, being refused permission to re- 
turn to Spain. Ballasteros is in retirement in An- 
dalusia, and intends to reside in France. Morillo 
has demanded his passports to quit Spain. None 
of them have the proud consolation of the desert- 
ed, but still faithful, Mina. 

The gallant San Miguel, badly wounded in one 
of the battles in Catalonia, was saved by the 
French from the tender mercies of Ferdinand, and 
is at Bayonne. 

A gentleman, arrived in London from Gibraltar, 
states, that during the last month, the rumor was 
afloat, in that fortress, that the peasant, who was 
the cause of the arrest of Riego, had been ki!led. 
This news has been confirmed, with the addition, 
that the other members of his family had also been 
put to death, and that the dead bodies were found 
nailed to tbe doors of their houses; each had the 
throat cut from ear to ear. 

The marquis Casa Yrugo has been removed from 
the chief ministry of Spain. An amnesty is about 
to be published, and said to include the following 
articles— 

“Are excluded from the amnesty, Ist, All those 
who have effected the revolution, whether by tak- 
ing up arms, or by proslaiming the constitution be. 
fore the oath which the king was forced to make; 
2d. The members of the minority of the cortes, 
who, at Cadiz, voted against the liberty of his ma- 

esty. 
The pope, but lately elected, was so ill with the 
dropsy, that his life was despaired of. 

By letters from Salonica, of the 15th November, 





This great work, while it will afford immense ad- 


it appears, that the pacha of that place, Abvollabet, 
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who massacreed, in the course of the last year, five 


. thousand Chrisivan fimilias in the environs of Nian- 


sta, and who publicly declared that he himself put 
to death, in one day, five hundred women and chil- 
dren, was strangled by the order of the sultan, who 
took possession of bis immense treasures. The 
Divan strove in vain to draw him from Salonica, 
where he was surrounded by a numerous guard. 
At length, however, the expedient, usually had re. 
course to by the Turkish guvernment in such cases, 
succeeded, and he was putto death. ‘The great 
wealth he had amassed, by the plunder of the 
Christians, came into the possession of the sultan. 
It is thus one of the greatest criminals of the east has 
ended his days. It is observed, that the present 
revolution bas given occasion to the downfal and 
death of all te persecutors of the unhappy Greeks. 

The Turkish divan is said to be seriously en- 
gaged in discussing the question—“shall we haz- 
ard a new campaign, or shall we instantly treat 
with the Greeks?” 

The Turks have been obliged to raise the siege 
of Missolunghi. 

The Greeks have taken an entire train of artil- 

lery, with an immense quantity of the munitions of 
war, which were on their way to be used against 
them. 
» The late report of another Greek naval victory 
is confirmed—eleven of the Turkish ships were de- 
stroyed, and a vessel, carrying 24 guns, captured, 
The remainder fled to the Dardanelles, in great 
confusion and terror. 

A great body of Africans, called Mantatees, had 
made an irruption upon the settlements at New 
Lattakoo, and had a severe fight with the natives, 
but were repulsed with great loss. The following 
is a description of this singular tribe. 

This barbarous people are extremely numerous, 
both sexes amounting to, at least, 40,000. The 
men are tall and robust, perfectly black, be- 
ing smeared with charcoal and grease. Their 
dress consists of prépared hides, banging double 
over their shoulders. During their engagement 
they were naked, except asmall skin about their 
middles, and a cockade of black ostrich feathers 
on their heads. Their ornaments are large cop- 
per rings, sometimes eight in number, round their 
necks; with numerous arm, leg and ear rings, of 
the same material. They have porcelain and cop- 
per beads, and some of the men large ear plates. 
Their weapons are spears, axes and clubs. In ma- 
ny of these knob sticks are irons, fastened like a 
sickle, but more circular and sharp on the outside. 
Their language appears to be only another dialect 
of the Boschvanna. Most of them appeared to be 
suffering from want; so much so, that, initbe heat of 
the battle, the poorer classes seized pieces of meat, 
and, with the utmost avidity, devoured them raw. 








The President’s Message. 


Mr. Monroe’s message to congress, at the open- 
ing of the present session, as must needs have been 
anticipated, bas excited much attention in England 
and France. The following notices of it will be 
read with interest, and they are worth preserva- 
tion. 

From the London Courier, of December 27, 

The speech of the president of the United 
States is, in all its bearings, a document of more 
than usual importance. ‘I'he latter part, which ar- 
rived so late yesterday, that we were forced to omit 
it in a small part of our impression, will be found 
in our last page to-day; and, waiving every other 


_-_——— 


topic in the specch, we direct our whole attention 
to that part the most important of allto every Eu- 
ropean power. 

The question of the independence and recogni- 
tion of the South American states, may now be con- 
sidered as at rest, Great Britain has, as we have 
repeatedly shewn, acknowledged their indepen- 
dence de facto; and the United States, their near- 
est neighbors, have not only acknowledged it, but 
have given a bold and manly notice to the conti- 
nental powers, that they shall treat, “any interpo- 
sition with the view of oppressing or controling 
them in any manner, as a manifestation of an uu 


dangerous to their peace and safety,” in other 
words, they shall view it as affording them just 
ground for war. 

After so clear and explicit a warning, there is 
not one of the continental powers, we suppose, 
that will risk a war with the United States—a war, 
in which net only they could not expect to have 
(either the aid or good wishes of Great Britain— 
but a war in which the good wishes of Great Bri- 
tain, (if she did not choose to give more eflicient 
succour), would be all on the side of the Unned 
States, “Thus, then, we repeat, that the question 
may be considered to be set at rest; we sbail hear 
no more of a congress to settle the fate of the 
Scuth American states. Protected by the two na- 
tions that possess the institutions, and speak the 
language, of freedoim—by Great Britain on one 
side, and the United States on the other, their im- 
dependence is placed beyond the reach of danger; 
and the continental powers, unable to barm tuem, 
will do well to establish that friendly and commer. 
cial intercouse with them, which they could never 
have done had they remained under the yoke of 
Old Spain. 

From the Globe end Traveller, of Jan. 3. 

The noble and firm, yet temperate and pacific, 
tone of the president’s message, seems to have ex- 
cited universal satisfaction, and it has been circuiat- 
ed with strong avidity. ‘There seems nota shade of 
diversity of opinion on it, ina country where the 
wholesome passion for discussion makes unanimity 
so rare even as to the noblest arts, America is 
united, England may be united with her; and it is 
evident enough that it will be the policy of no 
country to attack them, 

From the London Morning Chronicle. 

The American papers, received yesterday, con- 
tain the accounts of the opening of cougress, and 
the message of the president of the United States. 
The communication of the chief office-bearer of 
the great republic to the legislature, at this critical 
period, when the ambition of kings, not satislied 
with the calamity which it has occasioned in Eu- 
rope, threatens to rekindle the flames of war 
throughout the western hemisphere,—was looked 
forward to with the utmost anxiety. It is worthy 
of the occasion and of the people destined to oc- 
cupy so large a space in the future history of the 
world. 

What a contrast between the manly plainness of 
this state paper, and the Machiavelism and hypoc- 
risy of the declaration of the manifestoes of the 
governments of this part of the world! 

Whatever lately were the intentions of the 
French ministers, respecting South America, it is 
now asserted, from undoubted authority, that En- 
glish policy has prevailed in Paris over that of Rus- 
sia, and that not only will France not assist Spain 
in any attempt to subjugate her former American 
colonies, but will view, not with indifference, any 








friendly disposition towards themselves—and as, 
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aupport which Russia or any othernation nay lend 
her for this purpose. ‘This is certainly a wise reso. 
lution op the part of the French government, for 
this independence of the new American states must 
extcnd their commerce, and thereby increase the 
prosperity of Frenchmen. Russia blocked up 
nearly half the year by impenetrable ice, can never 
partake of southern commerce until a port be 
opened for her in the Dardanelles, and hence the 
anxiety exbibited by her to involve France in the 
expensive and hopeless employment of sestoring 
America to the yoke of the Bourbons; for, without 
this or some other occupation for the French ar 

mies, and the British navy, he has not the most dis 

tant chance of accomplishing the long and ardent. 
ly cherished designs of his empire against ancient 
Greece, now in possession, This union of France 
and England, inthe great cause of American inde- 
pendence, is another strong ground for expecting 
the continuation of the blessings of peace, ard, 
consequently, an improvement in the public credit 
of nations, The speech of the president of the 
United States, so full of wisdom and just ideas, 
has, however, bad more effect on the opinions of 
the dealers in the national securities, than the 
abundance of money, or the changed policy of 
France; for in it they see a sufficient guarantee for 
the maintenance of the freedom of the American 
continent. ‘There is no part, however, of this 
speech which can afford more genuine satisfaction, 
to every civilized nation, than the notice which it 
takes of the extraordinary and gallant struggle 
made, at present, by the Greeks, in the cause of 
general independence. 

From the Liverpool Advertiser, of Jan. 3. 

“By one short passage in it, is set at rest, we 
dare presume, whatever may have been in agita- 
tion by tie continental allies, in reference to the 
hate Spanish possessions in America. There will be 
noattempt made, it may be confidently affirmed, to 
interfere with the present condition of those coun- 
tries, when it is known that such interference 
would be viewed by the United States as a just 
cause of war, on her part, wiih any power attempt- 
ing such interference. 

“In regard of the power, prosperity and re- 
sources of the nation herself, also, the language of 
the speech is very interesting; ber revenue, it is 
affirmed, will, on the first of this year, exceed her 
expenditure by no less than nine millions of dollars. 
Her population is estimated at ten millions, and 
every branch of industry, every source of revenue, 


suit or support of purely selfish interests. And we 
have thus a pleasure from contemplating ber ics 
as that metaphysical insentient thing, a state, than 
as an actual human and feeling being.” 


From Bell’s Weekly Messenger, of Dec. 17. 

The main object of any interest during the week 
now passed, is the arrival of the speech of the pre- 
sident of the United States. It is a doucumeni of 
the first interest and importance. It is interesting, 
because it is the brief, simple, and direct expose 
of republican government; always true, plain-deal- 
ing, and sincere. It is important, because, fearing 
nothing, it conceals nothing, and is totally divested 
of all that trick, artifice, common place jargon, 
which renders the diplomacy of Europe so much 
more than merely nugatory. 

Long, very long, have we wished, that Canada 
might be sold or exchanged with the United States. 
Exchanged for what it may be demanded? Why, 
for such an annuity for a term of years, as would re- 
deem what remains of the English assessed taxes, 
and redeem them forever. 

If America would give us enough for this pur- 
pose for five or seven years, the natural progress of 
our revenue would do what would be required af- 
terthattime. Add to this, that we should save up- 
wards of halfa million yearly in the expense of the 
Canada government, and nearly as much more in 
the reduction of the army which it would allow. 
This has long been our own view, and we are per- 
suaded, thatihalf, at least,fof our best statésmen unite 
withusinit. Astothe right of doing so, therecan be 
no doubt, that the Canadians would agree, and for 
that reason—because it is their decided interest to 
do so, and because, (if we were Canadians), we 
should not hesitate one moment. 


The third point in the speech is where the pre- 
sident asserts, that ‘the owes it to candor, &c. to de- 
clare, thatthe Onited States would consider any at- 
tempt on the part of European monarchies to extend 
their system to any portion of the- western hemisphere, 
as dangerous to their peace and safety;” that “with 
the existing colonies or dependencies of any Euro- 
pean power, they have not interfered, and will not; 
but that any interposition for the purpose of op- 
pressing or controling any of the states, whose in- 
dependence the republic has, after mature consi- 
Ceration, acknowledged, she would considerin no 
other light than as the manifestation of an unfriend- 
ly disposition towards herself;” in other words, asa 
just cause of war. 








wealth and power is flourishing. 

“On its subjects of common interests to all na- | 
tions, the government of the United States is ena- | 
bled to stand forward to suggest and promote what | 
is beneficial, and to crush what is injurious. In | 
the speech is’ developed a new idea in respect to} 
mearatime war, which, if adopted, on this suggestion, 
by other powers, will greatly tend to lessen the 
evils of national contention It is proposed to do 
away altugether with the system of privateering | 
in so far as itis countenanced by governments. 

‘It is also suggested, as a means of effectually 
suppressing the slave trade, that vessels, found by 
the ships of any nation to be engaged in this traffic, 
shall be treated on the same footing with vesscls 
caught in piracy. 

“While in her power and resources, as they are 
illustrated inthis speech, the nation of the United 
States exhitits the vigor of ripe years, she, in those 
senti™enis of active humanity, seems to our thought, 
to preserve the fresh feeling of vouth, and not to 





be wholly engrossed, as older states are, in the pur- 


We have long, very long, anticipated, that the 
United States would thus speak, and it puts an end 
at once, tu all apprehensions as to any attempt by 
the allied despots upon South America, For, 
how can these despots assemble any navy, which for 
an instant, can meet the American navy, or the South 
American navy, when manned and commanded by 
American seamen and American naval officers? 

This is by far the most important point in the 
speech, and settles, (in our mind), the most impor- 
tant of all pending political questions. 


From the Paris **Etoile”—a ministerial paper. 

Mr. Monroe, whois not a sovereign, who has him. 
self told us that he is only tbe first delegate of the 
people, has taken in his message the tone of a pow- 
erful monarch, whose armies and fleets are ready 
to go forth on the first signal. He does more; he 
prescribes to the potentates of Europe the conduct 
they are to pursue in certain circumstances, if they 
do not wis! to incur his displeasure. Such is the 
prohibition which he issues against their ever think. 
ing of any new colonization in the two Americas. 
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Mr. Monroe is the temporary president of a re- 
public, situated on the eastern continent of North 
America, This republic is bounded on the south by 
the possessions of the king of Spainand on the north 
by those of the king of England. Its independence 
has only been acknowledged for forty years; by 
what title then are the ‘wo Americas to be under 
his immediate dependence, from Hudson’s bay to 
Cape Horn? Whatclamors did he not raise in the 
United States, when the Emperor of Russia wished 
to trace the demarcation of the part of territory 
which he claims on the north east coast, as disco. 
vered by his subjects! This monurch, however, 
did not presume to dictate laws to any of the states 
who have establishments on the same coast It was 
reserved for Mr. Monroe to show us a dictator, 
armed with a right of superiority over the whole of 
the New World. 

According to the political system he would estab 
lish, it would not be permitted to Spain to make the 
least effort to re-enter on the territory which for 
three centuries she has possessed. [he king ot 
Portugal as the American papers Aave observed them- 
selves, could not act as a sovereign and father 
without exposing himself to the wrath of Mr. Mon- 
roe. England would require his previous consent, 
if it suited her interest to make any new military or 
political establishment either in Canada or Nova 
Scotia. And yet Mr. Monroe’s message contains 
phrases indirectly hostile to the policy and ambi 
tion of the great powers of Europe! But what is 
that power which professes so proudly, maxims op 
posed to the rights of sovereignty and the indepen- 
dencg-of crowns? Who is that power which pre- 
tends to prescribe to subjects the limits of obe- 
dience; who is she, in short, who does not fear to 
compromise the existence of social order, by de 
claring, in the face of Heaven, that she will not re- 
cognise any difference between a government de 
factoand a government de jure? 

By bringing under one point of view all the asser- 
tions and doctrines contained in this message, it is 
satisfactory to consider that it has not yet received 
the sanction of any of the authorities, even of the 
country where it appeared; and, in short, that the 
opisions of Mr. Monroe are as yet, merely the opi- 
nions of a private individual. 

The Journal des Debats of the 8th, of Jan. speak. 
ing of the message, &c,says; “We read inthe Ameri- 
can papers, that England has propose” <o the United 
States to join her to repulse all the attempts which 
the continental powers are expected to make, 
against the independence of the American colonies 

We are not in the secrets of cabinets, and cannot 
tell whether this is true or false; but we know that 
two belligerent parties are necessary to make a war; 
and, therefore, since we see the contivent perfectly 
tranquil and nobody dreaming of war, the United 
States may, if they please, enjoy the little pleasure 
there is in paying their fleets, and sailing in triumph 
over the seas where they will meet none but friends. 

The London Fimes of the 16th January, has some 
very severe and spirited remarks on the extract 
above given from the Etsile. The following para- 
graph may serve asa specimen: 

“A direct attempt is made by the Ezoz/e, to sever 
the chief magistrate of a powerful and enlightened 
nation, from the body of a state which he repre- 
sents, “Not a sovereign!” No, but he is the acknow- 
ledged—the elected head and organ of a great so- 
vereign people—one whose elevation cost his coun 
try neither a drop of blood not a wido:-’s tear, nor 
the beggary or banishment, the persecution or 


they are not so rash, 





lions of men An eminence thus achieved, may 
well appear, at first sight, of questionable origin to 
an ultra; but let him consider his words.~ He calls 
Mr. Monroe a “temporary president,” bu ig the 
power which he exercises a temporary power? It 
is, on the contrary, a prerogative which never dies, 
let who will be its trustee for the moment; and 
which, as Mr. Monroe has, on tr occasion, em. 
ployed it, has its sanction in the héart of every citi- 
zen among those millions who confided it to his 
hands. *Willthe £voi/e venture to match the dura- 
bility of any despotic throne in Europe with thar 
of the president’s chair in North America? If so we 
tell him, that, he is likely to lose his wager. Or 
will bis patron risk the fate of an expedition, on the 
chance of the policy announced by this “private in- 
dividual;’” Mr Monroe, being disclaimed by “the 
other authorities” of the republics? We believe 
The entire commentary of 
the unfortunate Evoile, is an insult on the first article 
of his own creed, viz: that a government and the 
nation for which it speaks must be indentified.” 

a7 Let us now see what is said of this message in 
another quarter A Haytien paper, Le Propaga- 
teur, after saying that the hand of friendship had 
been extended to the rising nations of South Ameri- 
ca,and applauding the procedure, the editor de- 
mands— 

But why has not the name of Hayti been men. 
tioned in this message? Does our c:.use differ from 
that of the southern nations. Have we shewn less 
courage, less idolatry, in the cause of liberty? Are 
we less advanced in civilization—or is our govern. 
ment weaker and less stable. Yo all these we an- 
swer in'the negative. If we morally compare our 
population with that of Mexico or Peru, the result 
will be entirely to our advantage. We have prov. 
ed our strength by prolonged and terrible conflicts, 
and the troops that we have vanquished were nei- 
ther small in number nor of ordinary bravery. 
They were the victors of the pyramids, of Abouker 
and Marengo, whose remains now sleep on our 
plains. 

We clearly possess the sanction which time 
creates, and which civilians admit to establish the 
title of nations, as well as individuals; and this ad- 
vantage is yet denied to the Spaniards. Nineteen 
years have passed since a hostile bayonet glittered 
on our shores. Whatcan we,or ought we to wish 
at this period? That America should pursue, with 
regard to us, the same course that she has adopted 
towards other nations, whose cause is perfectly 
analagous to Ours. We desire that she should as. 
sure herself with her own eyes, of the spirit of our 
population, of its means of resistance, of the senti- 
meuts that they entertain towards strangers, We 
desire that America should estimate for her own in- 
terest, the value of the commerce which is growing 
for her use, if the state of war, in which we are 
placed, should terminate, and agriculture become 
the only object of our cause. We desire that she 
should recognize our independence, in fact, by 
continuing to remain a stranger to the pretensions 
of France, and to the efforts of that power to sup- 
prt them by the force of her arms. 

Shall it be said that the bravery of the Americans, 
exists only in the weakness of their adversaries. 
That the fear of France, rich and powerful as she 
may be, shall errest them ina career into which the 
weakness of Spain has urged them—we cannot be- 
lieve it. Besides we do not require them to arm in 
our favor. Let them recognize our government 
as it exists. Nothing less, nothing more. {fn all 


corruption of a single human being among ten mil- | things example is contagious, and here America can 
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give it wii advantage to us, without inconvent. | 
ence to herself. 3 

We know that among the Americans, the colo- 
nial system has spread its roots in the states of the 
south. But we also know that the north deplores 
the fatality of that wound, which the feudal regime 
gave to Europe, and which has passed from Europe 
to America. We are not ignorant of the labors of 
the quakers and philantirophists, and are gratified 
in acknowledging, that if there be a people on tbe 
earth, who have been guilty of gross omrages upon 
the Africans, the same people have furnished tbe 
most brilliant reparations to justice and bumanity. 

The Ameticans, especially those of the north, are 
our natura! friends and the most extensive com 
mercial relations exist between us. They purchase 
two.thirds of our produce, and supply us with two- 
thirds of the articles of our consumption. America 
can furnish us with the articles that we receive from 
Europe, but Europe cannot supply the place of 
America, Can we expect to receive from France, 
or from England, our flour, our lumber and our salt 
provisions? ‘lime will confirm our relations with 
the Americans. The future presents no difficulty 
of anature to interrupt them. 

Our marine will never rival theirs—iet them pos- 
sess the commerce of both the Indies, to the exclu 


sion of all Europe, (and it ts within the boundaries of | Miljs, Parrott, Ruggles, Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Taylor,of Ind. 


possibility), and we will not envy them the enjoy 

ment of it. Our citizens place their happiness in 
living on the soil where Providence has placed 
them. They will emigrate neither towards the 
seas northe countries which surround them. The 
productions of the American cuntinent and of our 
island are mutually necesssry to the inhabitants of 
each; weare tbe natural friends of the Americans. 
Are we not then justifiable in desiring their good 
offices ina circumstance in which justice and rea. 





son recommend our cause to their consideration. 


color embarrassed the cabinet at Washington. If 
these pitiful considerations exist, they should every 
day lose their force. ’ 

We know however, that overtures respecting our 
independence, addressed by the cabinet of Port au 
Prince, to that of Washington, have remained une 
answered. We cannot explain this pert of their 
policy—wnhatever may be its origin—perbaps it re- 
sults from circumstances which may net again ex. 
ist—at all events we sincerely hope that the bad 
success of a first effort will not discourage our go- 
vernment. It does not depend on ourselves to 
compel foreigners to recognize our independence. 
Let us confine ourselves to neglecting nothing 
which may obtain for us this great result: 








laying out of a road in the territory cf Florida, wat 
taken up in committee of the whole. The bill 
proposes an appropriation ef 420,000 for the pur- 
pose of making a road from Pensacola to St. Augus- 
tine, and $3,000 for the purpose of surveying 
routes for two other roads, intersecting said territo- 
ry at different points. 

Mr. Brown supported the bill,and Mr. Jackson 
said this road was of great importance, from two 
considerations—the first, as it related to the de- 
fence, and the second, in regard to the population 
of that part of the country. If gentlemen would 
recur to the map of that part of the territory, they 
would perceive that it would be absolutely impossi- 
ble to succor St. Augustine, except by water. The 
road could be made ata small expense, and would 
furnish the means of immediate defence. He 
thought the United States ought to keep an eye on 
that part of the country—it is now very weak and 
defenceless. Without this road, people could not 
be induced so speedily to emigrate to thatterritory, 
and its settlement would be retarded. 

Consilerable discussion took place, and various 
objections were made to the bill~however, it was 
pessed to a third reading, as follows: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Barton, Branch, Brown, Eaton.Edwards, Elliott, 
Findlay, Gaillard, Hayne, Holmes, of Me. Holmes. of. Miss. Jack- 
son, Johnson, of La. King, of Alas Lanman, Lowrie, McIlvaine, 


Thomas, Van Buren, Ware, and Williams—28. 


NA YS.—Messrs. Bel}, Chandier, Clayton, D’Wolf, Knight, Ma- 
con, Taylor of Va. and Van Dyke—3. 


So ‘he bill passed <o a third reading. 

Februcry 23. A communication from the secre- 
tary of war, transmitting accounts of the expendi- 
tures in the Indian department, was read, and refer- 
red to the committee on Indian affairs. , 

A communication was received from the navy de. 
partment, in compliance with a resolution of the 
senate, requiring information as to the quantity of 


domestic hemp, used in cordage manufactured for 


Some have intimated, that the difference of our ‘the navy. 


It was read and referred to the commit- 
tee on naval affairs, 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, presented the memo- 
rial of a number of inhabitants of the state of Ken- 
tucky, in relation to the opening of a road from the 
steam navigation of the river Missouri,to the wa- 
ters of the river Columbia. Referred to the com- 
mittee on roads and canals. 

The bills to lay out certain roads in Florida, and 
for the relief of James Jobnson, were passed. 

The report of the committee on the judiciary, un- 
favorable to the petition of Ebenezer Oliver and 
others, of Boston, was taken up for consideration, 
Mr. Van Dyke inthe chair. Thiese petitioners, as 
directors of the New England Mississippi land 


} company, Claim indemnity fora tract of land belong- 


The red children of the American forests aread |ing to them; which indemnit 


mitted into the hails of Washington, why has that | ehout $130,000, w 


: y, to the amount§of 
as awarded to another company, 


favor been denied to the citizens of Hayti? Let us/ by an error of the commissioners appointed under 
not despair of obtaining it. The lessons of the past} the act of 3d March, 1814, to adjust and determine 
do not deprive us of thathope. The present era is/ upon the Georgia land claims, (commonly called 
new to America, anc that era is so splendid, 80} the Fuzoo claims): a considerable part of this mo- 
magnificent in promises, that it forcibly recalls to, ney having since come into the hands of the United 


our minds the remarkable prediction attributed to 
a monarch of the last century. “L’Europe finit, 
l’Amerique commence.” 
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Kighteenth Congress—first session. 
SENATE, 

February 20. Several bills and reports on pri. 
vate claims were received and disposed of That 
for the relief of James Johnson, of Kentucky, was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 





The bill from the other house, to authorise the 


States to whom a proportion of the claim of the 
latter company belonged. 

This error, on the part of the cqmmissioners, is. 
now anacknowledged one; they having decided that, 
as the endorsed notes of hand, which were given in 
payment for said tract of land, had wot been paid, 
the holders of those notes retained a lien upon the 
land as security. The petitioners slso claim that, 
ifit should not appear proper to the government to 
give them the indemnity, which they lost by an 
error on the part of the commissioners, their re- 
leases may be given up, and they be reinstated in 
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the title which they held previous to the appoint- 
ment of the commissioners; as the act of congress 
expressly provides that the release, which the pe 
titioners gave to the government, was not to take 
effect until indemnity was made, 

Mr. Mills moved to reverse the report of the 
committee. He spoke, at considerable length, in 
support of the justice and equity of this claim. 

Mr. Van Buren, chairman of the committee on 
the judiciary, supported the report. He did not 
consider that the government was bound, in justice 
or equity, to allow the claim now under considera- 
tion. He believed it would be highly inexpedient 
end impolitic to allow it, and went into a history of 
the origin of the claim, to support hisopinion. As 
the commissioners were appointed to decide faliy 
upon all the conflicting claims of this kind, accord- 
ing to.the best of the light and knowledge which 
they possessed; and, as this wasan error in judg- 
ment upon law merely, he thought their proceed. 
ings could not be opened by congress for the cor 
rection of errors. He resisted tl.e claim of the pe- 
titioners to be reinstated in their former title to 
the land, on the ground that the very spirit of the 
law, for the appointment of the commissioners for- 
bade it, as the grand object for which that law was 
passed, was to quietall these conflicting claims, and 
relieve the government from them. 

Messrs. Holmes, of Maine, and Kelly, advocated 
the report of the committee; and, without deciding 
upon the question, 

The senate adjourned till to-morrow. 

February 24. Much business, chiefly of a private 
pr local nature, was attended to—but nsthing de- 
cidedly acted upon. , 

February 25. The bill supplementary to “an act 
to perfect certain locations and sales of public lands 
in Missouri,” passed April 26, 1823; the bill to re. 
peal, in part, an act, entitled “an act to lessen the 
compensation for marshals, clerks, and attorneys, 
in the cases therein mentioned;” and the bill au- 
thorizing letters patent to be issued to Samuel 
Brown, were severally read the third time, and pas. 
sed. 
The bill for the relief of Francis Henderson, jun. 
(claiming as the grandson of the late col. Laurens), 
was further considered; and, finally, postponed in 
definitely, without opposition. 


Saeed 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


eee etd A a ee i el 


of Massachusetts, complaining of the election and 
retutn of John Bailey, as a member of this house 
from said district, presented a report, concluding 
with a resolution “that Mr. Bailey is not entitled to 


a seat in this house;” which report was laid on the 
table. 


The resolution, yesterday offered by Mr. Owen, 
proposing certain inquiries by the committee of 
ways and means, respecting the operation of the 
proposed tariff, &c. was taken up. 

Another debate followed, which occupied the 
time, until the Speaker announced the orders of the 
day, and the military appropriation bill was takeu 
up. 
Several blanks being filled up— 

Mr. Randolph moved to insert, after the word 
purchase, (viz. Gridley’s farm at West Point), a 
clause requiring the consent of the state of New York 
—but the motion was lost, ayes 35, noes 84. The 
Speaker giving his vote in the negative, produced a 
tie. The yeas and nays were called for by Mr. Ran- 
dolph, and are as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs; Adams, Alexander, of Va. Alexander, of Ten. 
Allen, of Mass. Archer, Builey. P. P. Barbour, Bartlett, Bassett, 
Blair, Brent, Brown, Buck, Burton, Cambrel-ng, Campbell, of O. 
Cary, Cecke, Conner, Crafts, Culpeper, Day, Dwinell, Edwards, of 
N. C. Ellis, Fioyd, Foot. of Con. Foote, of N. Y. Frost, Fuller, Garri- 
son, Garnett, Gazlay, Gist, Hall, Hayden, Hayward, Herrick. Hoge- 
boom, Houston, Jenkins, J. ‘IT. Johnson, Kidder, Kremer, Leftwich, 
Lincoln, Litehfield, Livermore, Long, MeCoy, MeKim, Mangum, 
Mallary, Marvin, Matlack, Metcalfe, Morgan. Nelson, O'Brien, 
eggs om Reed, Richards, Rose, Saunders, Sandford, Sharpe, Sib- 
ley, Arthur Smith, Spaight, A. Stevenson, Taylor, TenEyck, Tracy, 
Trimble, Tucker. of Va. Tuck:r, of South Cafulina, Uyson, Udree, 
Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Whitman, Williams of Va. Williams, 
of N. C. Wilson, of S. C. Wood—85. ° 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Allison, Baylies, Bartley, Beecher, Breck, 
Buchanan, Cady, Cassedy, Condict, Cook, Craig, Cushman, Cuth- 
bert, Durfee, Dwight, Edwards, of Penn. Findlay, Forsyth, For- 
ward, Govan, Gurl-y, Hamilton, Harris, Henry, Herkimer Hol- 
combe, Ingham, Isacks, Jenuings, Johuson, of Virginia, F. Johnson, 
Kent, Lathrop, Lawrence, Little, Livingston, Locke, McArthur, 
Mc Duffie, McKean, McLane, of Del. Markiry, Martindale, Mitchell, 
of Peun. Moore, of Ken. Moore, of Alabama, Neale, Owen, Patter- 
son, of Penn, Patterson, of Ohio, Plumer, of N. H. Plumer, of Pen. 
Poinsett, Prince, Reynolds, Rich, Rogers. Ross, Sioan, Wm, Smith, 
Standefer, Sterling. J. Stephenson. Studdard, Storrs, Strong, Test, 
‘Yod, Vance, of N. C. Vance, of Ohio, Vinton, Warfield, Wayne, 
Whipple, Whittlesey, White, Wickliffe, Williams. of N. Y James 
Wilson, Henry Wilson, Wilson, of Ohio, Woods, Wright—8 14. 

Tire bill was then ordered to engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The hous. refused to go into committee on the 
tariff bill, ayes 68, noes 82. 


Mr. Van Rensse/uer moved that, when the house 





'adjourns, itadjourn to Monday next. 


An attempt was made to take the yeas and nays 
on this question, but did not succeed; and the 


Friday, February 20. The Speaker laid before | question being puton Mr Van Renscelaer’s motion, 


the house a communication from the secretary of 
the treasury, accompanied by the statements of the 
affairs of the bank of the United States, called for 
by a resolution of the house, on the 17th. 

The Speaker also laid before the house a commu- 
nicstion from the secretary of the treasury, accom, 





panied by a statement of contracts and purchases 


made by collectors for the revenue service during | 


the year 1822. A statement of the expenditures on 


was carried ~- ayes 99, 

And then the house ajourned. 

Monday, Feb. 23. Several reports from different 
committees were received, 

The motion of Mr Owen, of Alabama, charging 
the committee of ways and” means with an inquiry 
into the effect of the tariff bill, being takenup, Mr. 
Storrs moved that it be laid on the table. 

On this question the yeas and nays were taken— 


account of sick and disabled seamen, during the} and stood, ayes 83, noes 97. 


year 1822; and a statement of contracts made rela- 
tive to oil, light-houses, beacons, buoys, stakeages, 
&e, <A statement of the payments made according 
to law at the treasury of the United States, during 
the year 1823, for the discharge of miscellaneous 
claims not otherwise provided for. 

The Speaker also laid before the house a letter 
from the postmaster general, transmitting a list of 
unproductive post routes for the year 1825; the 
above were severally laid on thetable. 

Mr. Sloane, from the committee of elections, to 
which was referred the memorial of sundry citizens 
of the congtessiona!l district of Norfolk, in the state 


x 
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Mr. Sharpe, of N. Y. moved as an amendment to 
strike out the words “committee of ways and 
means” and insert “secretary of the treasury.” 

On this resolution and amendment, a desultory 
debate rose,in which Messrs. Brent, Mallary, Ing- 
ham, Webster, Owen, Forsyth, Foot, Conn. and Tod, 
took part—it was opposed on the ground of the pre- 
sent state of health ef the secretary of the treasury; 
which, although it admitted of the ordinary detail of 
the office going on without interruption, precluded 
him from any exertion of the kind that would be re- 
quired by the inquiry now proposed te be referred 





to him. And it was advocated on the ground of 
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the treasurv department’s possessing all the at 
quisite deta in which the required report must be 
be founded. The debate was superseded by the 
lapse of the time allowed for the consideration of 
resolutions. . 

‘The appropriation bill for the military service of 
the United States, for 1824, was read the third 
time, passed, and sent to the senate tor concur. 
rence. , 

The engrossed bill to authorize the laying out 
and opening certain public roads in the territory of 
Fiorida, was read a third time, passed and sent to 
the senate, 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
ef the whole, Mr. Condict in the chair, on the bill 
‘o amend the several acts for laying duties on imporis. 

Mr. Martindale, (who had moved on Friday that 
the committee rise), after some prefatory remarks, 
and for the purpose of bringing up the general prin- 
ciples of the bill for discussion, made a motion to 


—— axthan 


Mr. 4. Sievenson rose, not, he said, to make any 
remarks in reply to the speech which had just 
been delivered, but to dissuade both the friends 
and opponents of the bill, from going into a dis- 
cussion of its general principles, on the present 
motion. He thought the course pursued by. the 
gentleman from New York, was without a parallel. 
After the house had, for two weeks, been engaged 
in a discussion which touched the vital interests of 
the country—after the two sides of the house, in 
relation to that discussion, had agreed, first to go 
into the several items of the bill; then to take up 
its general principles; and, if a decided majority 
should appear to be in its favor, then to agree to 
make its provisions as little exceptionable as possi- 
bie—for that gentleman to get up and occupy the 
committee for two days, with a speech against his 
own motion, and on the general principles of the 
bill—this was offering an indignity to the house, . 
and was a course which this house ought to spuarn 





strike out the enacting clause. Hejthen commenc- 


—he hoped that a unanimous vote would pass, 


ed a speech in favor of the bill, which eccupied the; without discussion, sgainst the motion, and he call- 


house till four o’clock—when Mr. M. gave way for 
a motion that the committee rise; and the commit- 
tee rose. 

The following messages were received from the 
president of the United States: 

The first, transmitting areport fromthe depart- 
ment of war, in answer to an inquiry of the house 


of representatives, whether the rules and regula. | 


tions, compiled by general Scott, for the govern- 
ment of the army, are now in force in thearmy, or 
any part thereof; and by what authority the same 
have been adopted and enforced? 

The second, transmiiting a similar report, in re- 
ply to an inquiry of the house touching the running 
of the line intended to constitute the western boun. 





dary of the territory of Arkansas. 

The third, transmitting a similar report, contain. | 
inggan estimate of the expenses wiich would be in 
curred by transporting two hundred of the troops 
now at the Council Bluffs, to the mouth or the Co- 
iumbia or Oregon river, 

The fourth, transmitting certain documents rela- 
‘ive to the claim of Massachusetts, for services ren- 
éeered by the militia of that state in the late war, 
and for which payment was made by the state. 

These messages were respectively read and laid 
en the table; and then the house adjourned, 

Tuesday, Feb. 24. After receiving several re- 
. The resolution of Mr. Owen being again called | 
up, and the question being put on the amendment 
of Mr. Sharpe, inserting “the secretary of the 
treasury,” in place of “the conmittee of ways and | 
means,” it was decided in the affirmative, ayes 80, 
noes 69, and the question being on adopting the re. 
solution as amended, the veas and nays were called 
for. Before taking the yeas and nays, Mr. .W7cLane, 
of Delaware, offered a turther amendment, insert. 
ing after the word Resolved, “That the committee 
of the whole be discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill, and that it be referred to the 
secretary of the treasury, with directions to re- 
port,” &c. 

After much debate, or conversation, the resolu- 
tion, with the proposed amendment, was laid on 
the table—ayes 96, nays 92. 

The house then resolved itself into a committee 
of the whole; Mr. Condict in the chair, on the bill 
te amend the several acts laying duties on imports. 

Mr. Martindale resumed and concluded his 
speech, on the motion made by himself.to strike 





out the enacting clause of the bill. 


ed on the friends, as well as the enemies of the 
bill, to pass such a vote. 

Mr. Floyd hoped that the house would vote for 
the gentleman’s motion, and against his speech—in 
which it would appear that the gentleman had 
been peculiarly unfortunate, since scarcely any 
orator before ever failed of convincing, at least 
himself, that the measure he proposed was proper. 
In ordinary cases, Mr, F. said, he was against a mo- 
tion of this kind; but this bill was of such an enor- 
mous character, that he should advocate the mo- 
tion; it ought rather to have been entitled a bill to 
teer up commerce and destroy agriculture, than to 
amend the duties on imported articles, 

Mr. Clay was glad that gentlemen would, with 
whatever views, now vote on the general question, 
but he saw no cause for so much excitement 


/against the course of the bonorable gentleman 


from New York. It was, to be sure, unusual; it was 
not one to which he should have advised him. But 
it had only been adopted to bring up, for discussion, 
the general principle of the bill as separated from 
its details. But, though the course, in itsform, was 
unusual, it was not so very unusual to see gentle- 
men make a speeeh on one side of a question, and 
afterwards vote on the other. He had seen fre- 
quent instances of this in his public life. He trust- 
ed gentlemen would not vote in favor of striking 
out. Astothe bill going to tear up commerce, 
and God knows what—all that belonged tothe dis- 
cussion of its merits, And if the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia thought that such was its 
tendency, he should shew it by argument rather 
than by violent expressions. He hoped to hear 
that gentleman, (to whom he always listened with 
interest), in answer to the argumenis in favor of the 
bill. 

Mr. Martindale rose, in reply to Mr. Stevenson, 
and observed, that he had yet to learn that a mo. 
tion which had been pronounced in order by the 
chair could, with propriety, be considered as an in- 
dignity to the house, and if not with propriety, in 
what spirit had the remarks been made upon it 
which fell from the gentleman from Virginia? He 
would not say that those remarks offered an indig- 
nity to the house; but be would say that they were 
not according to the rules of this house. He had 
prefaced his motion, at the time he made it, with 
the explanstory remark, that the bill contained 
general principles eqnally applicable to one as to 
another of its items—that it was proper these 
principles should first be discussed, as otherwise 
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their discussion would come up under each sepa- 
rate item, and might be repeated again and again; 
and it was likely they would, since gentlemen had 
given open warning that they meant to oppose the 
bill, step by step, and inch by inch. Would this 
be economy of time? In making the motion he bad 
submitted, Mr. M, said, he had tsken his own j: dg- 
ment alone for his guide, and the established rule» 
of this house, and he was not conscious of having 
offered to it any indignity. 

Mr. Sievensen,in reply to the Speaker, observed, 
that, while complaining of excitement in others, he 
seemed to have shown quite as much himself. 
In answer to the gentleman from New York, he dis- 
claimed all reflection on the motives of that gen. 
tleman. He spoke only of the aspect and bearing 
of his motion, in connection with the speech that 
accompanied it. He thought the course not only 
unusual, but disrespectful—inasmuch as, by parlia 
mentary usage, the motion to strike out the enact- 
ing clause of abill should proceed from those who 
are opposed to its passage. 

Mr. Martindale said, that when he made the mo 
tion, he was not aware of any understanding entered 
into as to the course of discussion, nor did he think 
that any such understanding coul. properly exist. 

Other gentlemen spoke—the motion to strike 
out the first section had only 14 votes; and the duty 
on cotton bagging again came under consideration 


The speakers were Messrs. Poinsett, Hogeboom,: 


Brent, Owen, and Trimble, and-the debate was inte- 
resting. The committee rose without a decision. 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 Many reports from diffrent 
committees, chiefly on private claims, were receiv 
ed. 
Mr. Bailey offered the following: 


Resolved, That the committee of elections, to which were re- 
ferred several papers respecting the right of the member returned 
from Norfolk district, in Massachusetts, to his seat in this house, 
be instructed to report whether any other members, returned to 
this house, were not, at the time of their election, inhabitants of 
the states from which thy were respectively returned, with the 
facts of t2e cases, and their opinion thereon; and that the com- 
mittee have power to semd for persons and papers. 


Mr. Batley supporicd iis resouution, and objected 
to the principle that mere living in a place consti. 
tuted inhabitancy, in the sense of the constitution, 
and showed that, if admitted, it would anpiy to to 
reign ministers, and would exclude sitting members 
of this house; and he quoted precedents. 

Mr. Sloan replied to Mr. Bailey, and opposed the 
propriety of the resolution, inasmuch as the house 
was already in possession of sufficient information 
on the subject. r 

After some farther observations from Mr. Bailey 
and Mr. Forsyth, the resolution was adopted, 

The resolution, formerly presented by Mr. 
Wright, was called up, and agreed to. 

The bilito amend the acts laying duties on im 
ports, (the tariff bill]. was again taken up, and the 
matter of cotton bagging debated the whole of the 
remainder of the day. Messrs. Livingston, Owen, 
Cobb and McKim spoke in favor of striking out the 
clause, and Messrs. Sharpe, Tod, Letcher and Clay 
opposed it. 

THURSDAY'S PROCEEDINGS, 

The senate was, the whole of this day, occupied 
with private claims or executive business, 

In the house of representatives, several executive 
communications were received, to be noticed here. 
after. 

On motion of Mr. Foreyth, it was 


Resotved, ‘That the committee of ways and means be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of reducing the annual appropria- 
tion for diplomatic intercourse. 


Pre a = 
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Some local and private business being attended 
to— 


Mr. Owen submitted the following: 


“Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be diretwed te 
report to this house whether the tariff bill now under considerg- 
tion will, in his epinion, if it passes intoa law, in its present shape, 
* simplify the collection of duties on imports;” and whether its ope 
ration will, without being “onerous to the community, tend te 
augment the revenue, prove salutary to commerce, and beneficial 
to the manufactares of the country—and that the clerk be directed 
to furnish the secretary of the treasury with a copy of this bill, as 


| reported by the committee on manufactures.” 


It was laid on the table without debate. 

The house having again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the new tariff bill— 

After a good deal of debate, the question was 
taken on the motion of Mr. Brent, to strike out the 
clause laying a duty on cotton bagging, and decid- 
ed in the negative—ayes 94, noes 107, 

Mr. Buchanan thenrenewed his motion to amend 
the clause, by striking out 6 ccnts and inserting 44 
cents; which was carried—ayes 119, 

Mr. P. P Barbour then moved to strike out the 
clause laying a duty of 25 centsa bushel on wheat— 
and, before any question was taken on this motion, 

The committee rose, on motion of Mr. Garnett; 

And the house adjourned. 

An attempt was made to adjourn to 11 o’clock, 
instead of 12 o’clock, to-morrow, but lost—ayes 58, 
noes 85, 


nine Seperation 


CHRONICLE, 

Naval. ‘The evidence against Lieut. Kennon, 
for charges preferred by com, Porter, having been 
given before the court martial sitting at Norfolk, 
the U. S. ship John Adams, (the flag ship of the 
squadron), sailed on the 17th instant, in company 
with the steam galliot Sea Gull, for Thompson’s 
Island, andthe West India station. A. J. Dallas com- 
mands the John Adams, W. B. Finch is captain of 
the squadron, and D Porter commander in chief. 
His comrmand embraces all of the U. S. vessels 
employed on the coast of Africa, in the West India 
seasand Gulf of Mexico; also those surveying the 
| coast of Florida. 





at Liverpool. On going into graving dock, a large 
kedge anchor, weighing between five and six cwt. 
wes found suspended from the bottom part of the 
ship. It appears that she grounded inthe Delaware 
on the last voyage to Philadelphia, when the anchor 
stuck through her timbers and so remained during 
her passage across the Atlantic. Wad it given way 
the consequences might have been fatal. 


The bridge over the Susquehannah, at Wilkes- 
barre, was dashed to pieces by a terrible hurricane 
on the 11th inst. It was a splendid and usefut 
structure,and cost 56,000 dollars. The piers re- 
main uninjured. 

Appointments by the president, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the senate. 


be judges for the territory of Michigan. 

James D. Doty, to be additional judge for the ter- 
ritory of Michigan, in the counties of Michilimac- 
kinac, Brown and Crawford. 

Andrew G. Witney, to be district attorney for the 
territory of Michigan. 

Abruham Edwards, Stephen Mack, William H. 
Puthuff, Wolcott Lawrence, Robert Irwin, jun. John 
Stockton, Roger Sprague, Zephaniah W, Bunce and 
Hubert La Croix, to be members of the legislative 





council for the territory of Michigan. 
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The ship Alexander, of Philadelphia, lately arrived. 


James Witherell, Solomon Siibey and John Hunt, te — 
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